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wissenschaft an der Universität Hamburg. In ihrer Forschung
beschäftigt sie sich insbesondere mit interkultureller
Kommunikation, Sprachbildung und Mehrsprachigkeit. Seit
2025 leitet sie das Fakultäre Forschungszentrum „Literacy in
Diversity Settings (LiDS)“. Außerdem ist sie Editorin des
erfolgreichen soziolinguistischen Portals „Language on the
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Not speaking the language in which the healthcare system operates has serious
health consequences. For instance, in Australia, the Covid-19 mortality rate of the
overseas-born was three times higher than that of the Australia-born. More
severe outcomes such as hospitalizations and ICU admissions were observed
among indigenous and migrant populations internationally, and the OECD has
attributed these disparities to, inter alia, language barriers. This lecture provides
an overview of the forms of language barriers, explores their consequences for
individual health outcomes and group health disparities, and identifies what can
be done to bridge them.


